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'lID' SECOllJ C(I1ING II Peter 3: 1-10 

Who of us has not been confronted with Gomeone ' s strange 

and marvelous ideas about what 1s in the Bible? Perhaps the 

ideas caused us a little apprehension , or maybe they prompted 

in us a feeling of IlGosh , I vish ,.. knew the Bible better" . 

Or maybe ve dismissed that someone with a " 'IIell , he ' e a reUg. 

ious f"<:matic" . 

People say to me things like ; IISay, Reverend , did you 

knOlt that I3paceshlp visi ta are recordec!. in -4;he Bible" or 

"Reverend , why don ' t you preach more about how international 

events are predi ted in the 13ible? All this M1ddlp. %st 

crisis is right there , plain as day" . Parent.hetically , these 

are the eame people ....ho tell me tha+- "eligion and po' i_ ;.98 

are not to be mb:ed . Or people Bay to me , "You kno'.:I , Bever-end 

anyone who hasn ' t received the baptism. of the hoI:',' qpiri~ 

just can ' t imagine how wonderful it i8 is to receive it . ~ 

you know nat I ' m talking about? 'llle Bible say" And• • " 

they say : '''lie just have to put up 'With evil and suffering in 

~~e world until Jesus comes ~in on the clouds of glory to 

defeat Satan ....ho rules thispresent age" 

I have oome Qo be lieve that dealing ....1th this kind of 

Bible usage ought to a priority item with me . I u~ed to take 

the attitude that such people oould remain convinced of their 

O\'l'l superior unljerstanding of the Bible even tho I kne .... them tc 



2 

quite ignorant of the wholeness of the Biblical mesaage . But 

no~ I have decided that I will adopt a more agreesive stance . 

After all - and I Bay this with no BenSIJ of boasting - how men; 

in a community like this were formerly train~1 for Beven yrs 

in the Bible , and hoW' many have spent nearly 20 additional 

years livin6' with th., best and the wtlrst of the B1bl~ comt'len

~tors , interpre+ers and scholare , 

Jo1ost people I know are abysmally ignorant of the -holenesl 

f the lIible , of its history, and the extensive backgrounri 

information which 18 80 essential to good Bible interprptaion. 

For ~T~ple : to interpret the Bible ~~quately a person 

needs to be aware of ~~e individual personalities of the 

ruble writers and character~ . God chose certain indiv:l.1ual~ 

thru ·,.,hom to reveal h1msel f' , but he did not blot 0u! the peT

8~nal~ty of his chosen agent . This lack of understanding on 

the psrt of many ift swnbo1ited by the COmr.lrm practice of 

e eying: II Ihe "Sible says •• II instead o~ IIAmos sa:rsll or 

"Paul says " or "Jesus :!lays" . ~ere ! I! e great difference , 

!br eX2ll1ple- , in saying "Paul says 11 t is a shameful ~G for 

a woman to apeak in church" and in saying " '!he Bible says 1it 

is shameful for a woman to speak in church'" (r Cor 14 : 35) 

'ili th thie saying of Paul we come facEt to face i th Bome 

crucial considerations for understanding the Bible message . ft~d 

~~ can use that passage for purposes of illustration. 
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Is Paul ' s ....ord i:lere Iiterally the ·."ord of' Cod? If BO , 

few chu.rches have kept it . Or ",~uld it be l:Io::,e to the point , 

an~ more faithful to Cod ' s word , if ~e were to ccnslder the 

social c~ntext and backgroun! ,r +be time and p-n1envor to un1er. 

stand why Paul would make such a statement. Perhaps it would 

be more fa! th.1"ul to God I . "ord if we looked into Paul ' 8 person. 

ali ty and beco!De a ~e of his ppar'3'nt bias towa....o. women. 

,o/el' th~ point is this : God did not blot out Paulfs per

sonal~ty , ven tho he usedhim, with all of his htmgup , as 

a m&.rVelou9' agent of hie ....:ord and way . I believe that the 

same principles u~ed in this illustration ought to be applied 

to the ~..hole of the Bible and i tIS parts ,;hen We thy to di~-

cern "hat God ' s word is as it comes to us thru. the Bible . 

'low I don ; t want to engage in the use 0'" the proof text 

method to confront the proof text u~er~ . ~ , in thQ folIo '

!ng exa.rr.ple, I '''ant merely to show that it i nece~e.a..ry to 

appeal to the \(1~er wi mess of the tlcrpture to get the :Biblict 

point of view then ma..ny people are ·....illing to a:p~a1 to . 

Many of you have read or heard about a book called THE 

IJ 'J!: GREAT PLA.NET BARm by Hal Lindsey. In this book Lindsey 

calims to demonstrate ho..., prophecy has been end is being 

fulfilled in our ti..ce . Perhaps you have been thilled be 

the book • • I have been Wlimpressed • • because I am able +0 

see larger picture . Let .oe show you part of that larger 

picutre . 
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To ~o BO let us use one central idea which is in Lindseya 

book - an idea Yhlch is current among mP~ todey - the second 

roming aspect of the proIilecieR . No I iDvi te you take to a 

a Biblical probe which gets beyond the books of Daniel and 

R velation - sp h~avily relied on by the edvocates of the 

P hsycie.l. second coming. 

If you have a Bible with you, turn to Mark ~: l 1Il.nd. he 

said to them ' truly I sey to you , there are Bome standing 

here no will not taste ~eath before they see the kingdom of 

go co e • i th power" . Nov t..7 lark 1~ : 3(1 : "truly, I sq to 

you , ti-..1s generation -will not pass away befo:!'e all these 

1hinga take place" . 

Now Jesus ' word here is very clear : In hie own generatioI 

the ki.ngdom of God ....ould oome into being. I do not qUQstion 

the word of Jesus •• but Jesus did s~.y that the kingdom of 

God was expected very 900n, in his o",n generation •• but 1 t 

die! not come in his generation. Rov are ....e to look at his 

'fOrdS here then? I raise the question , I don ' t ans"er it . 

Now then turn to I Cor 1: 25- 31 . Here Paul reflects the 

same expectation for the coming of Christ . very soon: "'Ille 

appoLTlted time has grown very short •• for the form of this 

'Jorld is passing a ,y" 

110;,0 both Jesus end Paul are quite plain : 'Ihey expected 

th"! kinedOID of Gee- 0 come in their generation •• not a 1000 

years hence , not ~ 100 , not even 50 • • but very soon . But 
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!+- die not . II"" that I be" leve brings to a rather complex 

problem of bible interpr&tation - partlcu;.xly when we conpare 

this expectation with the alleged imagery of such books a 

Revelation and )an!el . 

Still later in the }T!' after Paul 

II Peter writing in II Peter ' :1- 4. 

plain "by the prediction of Je~s 1B not coming to pass. 

you should remember the predictions of" • • • 
the holy prophets • • and the commandment of the Lord • • 
• • scofters "ill cone n1 the last daye •• sayin& ' ..mere is 

the promise of his coming • • aJ 1 things have continued as 
they were I " • 

'Ihen in vrs 8 and 9 ~.&. Q. ~r~, e 9 to explain \-Ihy the pre

diction of Jesus isn' t happeni.ns : 

I • • with the Lord one .jay is a 1000 year!'J , eni). a 
thou9and years is as one day'. 

But then ho'W does one reconcile this 'With .....hat Jesus sald 

He didn ' t sP.y anything about a dey being a 1000 years or eny

thing like that ... He said it would happen in hh gen~ration 

• an1. Paul sey thet it going to h2.pI-'(!n very soon.• 

Perhaps we heve the ....Tit.er of II Peter trying to explain 

sooet};.ine; "hich he had misunderstood•• o\n1 perhaps, as 'Ie via 

that , \'e need to keep in mind the wor1s of Jesus hmslef . 

Now this not an easy dilecma •• Jesus saying that the 

kingdOM wae coming in his generation , Pe.ul sayine; that it", 

would come in hie: , "'.n!~ th" author of II Peter tr.r1ne to explai 

But th~:-~ ls n. possible an30ler to the c.el1.mma , ".ll" it i8 

http:happeni.ns


• • 

6 

fO\md in the gospel of John . 

In John, Jesus pir!tualiz8s the special prooisea 'lDnut 

the end of' the age . 'Ile und.erata.n~s thAm as rel1giou~ "'xporie. 

enoe with eB.ch lxto1.1ev~:"" . For example, the M~ond cOI:li.ne' is 

apirituaii-eo in John 14 :15- 17: "If ~·ou love me, you ...111 

keep my cOL"llllaD:ic"!:nts, an1. I '1Ul pray the father and 
he will give you another c~ungelor , even the Jpirit 
of truth, ,,:hom th'l wo:-ld cannot :."eceiv9 •• but J';;:'u 
:mo·,.r hi..I!I , for he dW9lls ·...1th you and. shall be in you" . 

Like"sie Jesus spirituali?es tho .:-esurrection. In John 

lie'res in me, tho he die, yet hhall he live, ~i 0 

ever lives an~ believes in me '-ill nev....... lle;" . 

that is , Je!;US unierstendD the ("scand oO!l1ing, the "'esur-

Tection, and the judgement ns relieioun experiences of e~ch 

b el':'ever. 

~.nd. referring to Jolm at this point poL"1ts up rutoth~r 

probleJ!! in Bible interpretation an1 unde.rstr-n:ti.ng. Its t'Ine 

of uthorahip. If the ~~.postle Joh."1 "-ote oo.....~ the r.o~pel 0" 

John and the y"lation of' JC'r.n • • ho" "'oe'S on! -econcile 

the contra...~~ vie"s of the t>·o books? JUt +-ha t il o~er 

:his has gotten to be lO!"I&Cr than I had in fJl'1<ied end 

hoped it to be . 13ut let rle quicY.ly aay in conclusion. 

bel{v tha.t the '?'u-.-dcn of the scrpture indicate!> that he 

as that +1 0seoni co.>rl.ng 1.1ct'ine is 7-operl:,' interprete 

""m..'"1 +'I:1e pi~1t of Sod tckes over a persnns life. .!lld this 
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hasty journe;,r 'fhich I attcI:!ptgd. to take 'lith you thru the 

scriptures this morning is not to b~ seen as an effort to 

prove anyone HZ"Ong •• • it is only to suggest that an ade= 

quate and true understanding of the ][blical message ~emnnd8 

a larger view than most are lIiIling to take • • perhaps largeJ: 

than most ce.n take with their unaided effo::-tn . 1he best 

corrective to f2u1ty ][blical interpretation is not debate 

••• it is more Bible . 


